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TOPIC: THE LAST TRIAL

Text: Revelation 15 and 16
  

Introduction:

In chapters 15-16 we encounter the final series of God’s judgment.

“THE SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATHÓ

After centuries of patient waiting, of putting up with human pride, greed, and murder, God finally
calls a halt to the whole horrid business of human sin.
 
Victors over the Beast
  

I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last
plagues---last, because with them God's wrath is completed. And I saw what looked
like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been
victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held
harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the
song of the Lamb: 15:1-4

 
"Great and marvelous are your deeds,
Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your ways,
King of the ages.
Who will not fear you, O Lord,
and bring glory to your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed." 

The Promise:

With these SEVEN LAST PLAGUES, "God's wrath is completed."

At the conclusion of the seven bowls of wrath, God will begin to set up His kingdom on the earth.
 
In this scene, John describes a great host of martyrs, men and women who have given their lives for
the cause of Christ during the Antichrist's reign of terror. In his vision, John sees them standing upon
a sea of glass or crystal (not "beside" it, as the NIV translates).
 
We first saw this sea of glass in Revelation 4 ("Supreme Headquarters"),this symbol represents the
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Holy Spirit, His Holiness and Purity imparted to us at New Birth.

God's purity in us enables us to stand--as these martyrs now stand--in the holy presence of God.
 

Why is the sea of glass mixed with fire?

Because the holiness of the Spirit has been manifested in the lives of these victorious martyrs amidst
the fire of persecution.

In the world's eyes, they were "losers." captured, imprisoned, reviled, hated, tortured and killed. Their
“crime”, Confessing Jesus as Lord!

These losers in the world’s eyes were in actual fact victors in God’s eyes.
  

Perhaps the most pervasive defect we have as human beings is our stubborn insistence
that our perceptions, our illusions should be taken for objective reality. No matter how
hopelessly wrong we are, we always insist we are right. The Antichrist is the supreme
example of this disordered thinking.

  
The host of martyrs upon the glassy sea sang two songs:

¥ The Song of Moses1 (Exodus 15)2 1st Song recorded in Scripture
¥ The song of the Lamb (Revelation 15:3-4) Last song recorded in Scripture

Both songs are songs of God's deliverance of His people,
¥ by divine power
¥ based upon the blood of redemption.

  
In the Song of the Lamb there is not one word about the martyrs' own achievements.

They never say,
¥ "O Lord, how faithful we have been to you!
¥ How true we have been to your word!
¥ How patiently we have endured!"

The only pronouns in this song are pronouns that refer to God:
 

"Great and marvelous are your deeds,
Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your ways,
King of the ages (nations).
Who will not fear you, O Lord,
and bring glory to your name?
For you alone are holy.

                                                  
1 When Moses and the Israelites sang the Song of Moses they were looking back to the blood of a lamb. This blood was put over the
lintels of the doorposts to keep the Israelites safe when the Angel of Death passed over the land of Egypt. Any house that was not
marked by the blood of the lamb would be visited by death.

2 A song sang by the Israelites as they came out of Egypt and crossed the Red Sea
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All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed."

 
That will be our song too recognizing that we have done nothing but simply marveling in awe of
what God has done for us! 

The Stage set for the Seven Last Plagues
 
From verse 5-8 we see the stage being set for the final judgment upon mankind. Seven angels bearing
the bowls containing the seven last plagues step forth. The ultimate drama of the human race is
drawing to a climax.
 

After this I looked and in heaven the temple, that is, the tabernacle of the Testimony,
was opened. Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They
were dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests. Then
one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with
the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. And the temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the temple until the
seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. Revelation 15:5-8

 
What was in John’s Vision?

¥ The opening of the temple
¥ The emergence of the angels clothed in shining white and gold
¥ The entire scene wreathed in billowing smoke that was given off by the power and glory of

the living God!

This awesome scene reminds us of the vision Isaiah describes in chapter 6 of his prophecy3:
 
 
John’s vision is acquiescent to that of Isaiah

The temple opens and the seven angels come out of the Holy of Holies bearing the seven bowls of
God's final wrath!
 
The smoke symbolizes the powerful glory of God. God's glory fills the temple so that no one can
enter it until the angelic work has been accomplished.
 

Why can no one enter the temple?

                                                  
3 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe
filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings. . . . And they were calling to one another:
 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."
 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.2
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There can only be one answer, the time has come when repentance is finally no longer possible. For
thousands of years God has been patient with mankind--but no longer.

Once this scene of judgment begins, it will be played out to the fullest. It is then too late to pray, too
late to repent.
 

The First Bowl of Judgment (Loathsome sores)
 
CHAPTER 16

The seven angels pour out their bowls in rapid succession causing immense horror and suffering.

¥ No wonder the Old Testament prophets have called this time "the great and terrible day of
the Lord."

¥ This is the period Jesus (Matt.24) described when He said,

o "If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive."3

¥ The seven-bowls judgment represents a brief but inestimably intense period at the close of the
last 3.5 years of the Great Tribulation.

¥ The seven-bowls correspond with one of the trumpet judgments, meaning they represent an
intensification of the trumpet judgments we have already seen.

The Ugly Sores

In Revelation 16:1-2, the first angel pours out the first bowl of wrath upon the earth.
 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go, pour out the
seven bowls of God's wrath on the earth."
The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly and painful sores
broke out on the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. 16:1-2

 
As we saw in the trumpet judgments of Revelation 8 and 9, these seven bowl judgments will be both
literal and symbolic.
 

¥ In a literal sense, this judgment will fall upon the whole world.
¥ In a symbolic sense, this judgment will fall with special force and horror upon apostate Jews

who follow the beast, accepting the Antichrist rather than Jesus Christ as their Messiah.
 
The corruption, pain, and ugliness that will afflict the flesh of men and women in the days of the first
bowl of wrath are an outward symbol of the inner corruption, pain, and ugliness of sin.

It is sores--painful and ugly lesions that break out over the whole body4.
                                                  
4 Boils--painful, inflamed, pus-filled swellings on the skin
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Modern day Example:

This plague of sores can be compared to our present-day plague of AIDS pandemic that has come
suddenly upon our world since 19815.

This disease unleashes a host of other diseases in the body, including viral infections, cancers, and
inflammations of the skin.

A personal note about AIDS, it has taken at least four members of my family including my kid brother
and 3 of them under the age of 50.

Presently this virus can only be transmitted by an exchange of bodily fluids, through sexual activity,
or through a drug-user's needle. But imagine what would happen if the fast-mutating HIV were to be
transmitted as easily as a common cold. Such an altered virus could spell the end of civilization.

And someday it may.

WARNING!  

Behaviorally transmitted diseases such as AIDS are forms of judgment on society--not
necessarily in a personal sense although that could be the case, but in the sense that God has
warned that certain forms of behavior carry consequences. AIDS is that kind of consequence.
It is a form of God's judgment, calling us to look at ourselves and take seriously what is
happening in our society.

 

The Second Bowl of Judgment (The Sea Turns Into Blood)
 
Here we are introduced to the second angel and the second bowl of wrath.
 

The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a
dead man, and every living thing in the sea died.16:3

 
Under this judgment the entire sea literally becomes blood-red. This is more severe than that of the
2nd Trumpet (1/3)6

There is a microorganism which, given the right set of conditions, multiplies precipitously, turning
the water a deep scarlet. All sea life in the affected area dies.
 
This kind of "red tide" of microorganism-infected seas would be a catastrophic event making all life
on the globe impossible.
 

                                                  
5 AIDS is considered one of the most devastating public health problems in recent history.
6 We have already seen foreshadows of this phenomenon in the so-called "red tide" which scientists have occasionally observed in the
Caribbean and other seas sheltered by land masses.
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Small Examples7:

                                                  
7 10 Famous Spills

Use the links below to learn more about ten of the world's largest oil spills.

Amoco Cadiz

The Amoco Cadiz encountered stormy weather and ran aground off the coast of Brittany, France on March 16, 1978. Its entire cargo of 68.7 million gallons of oil spilled into the sea, polluting about 200 miles of Brittany's

coastline.

Arabian Gulf Spills

Beginning in late January of the 1991 Gulf War, the Iraqi Army destroyed tankers, oil terminals, and oil wells in Kuwait, causing the release of about 900,000,000 barrels of oil. This was the largest oil spill in history.

Argo Merchant

On December 15, 1976, the Argo Merchant ran aground on Fishing Rip (Nantucket Shoals), 29 nautical miles southeast of Nantucket Island, Massachusetts in high winds and ten foot seas. Six days later, the vessel broke

apart and spilled its entire cargo of 7.7 million gallons of No. 6 fuel oil.

Barge Bouchard 155

On August 10, 1993, three ships collided in Tampa Bay, Florida: the barge Bouchard 155, the freighter Balsa 37, and the barge Ocean 255. The Bouchard 155 spilled an estimated 336,000 gallons of No. 6 fuel oil into

Tampa Bay.

Barge Cibro Savannah

On March 6, 1990, the Cibro Savannah exploded and caught fire while departing the pier at the Citgo facility in Linden, New Jersey. About 127,000 gallons of oil remained unaccounted for after the incident. No one

knows how much oil burned and how much spilled into the environment.

Burmah Agate

On November 1, 1979, the Burmah Agate collided with the freighter Mimosa southeast of Galveston Entrance in the Gulf of Mexico. The collision caused an explosion and a fire on the Burmah Agate that burned until

January 8, 1980. An estimated 2.6 million gallons of oil were released into the environment, and another 7.8 million gallons were consumed by the fire.

Exxon Valdez

On March 24, 1989, the Exxon Valdez ran aground on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound, Alaska. The tanker was traveling outside the normal shipping lanes in an attempt to avoid ice. It spilled 10.8 million gallons of

oil (out of a total cargo of 53 million gallons) into the marine environment, and impacted more than 1,100 miles of non-continuous Alaskan coastline. State and Federal agencies continue to monitor the effects of this spill,

which was the largest oil spill in U.S. history.

Ixtoc I

The 2-mile-deep exploratory well, Ixtoc I, blew out on June 3, 1979 in the Bay of Campeche off Ciudad del Carmen, Mexico. By the time the well was brought under control in March, 1980, an estimated 140 million

gallons of oil had spilled into the bay. The Ixtoc I spill is currently #2 on the all-time list of largest oil spills of all time.

Jupiter

On September 16, 1990, the tank vessel Jupiter was offloading gasoline at a refinery on the Saginaw River near Bay City, Michigan, when a fire started on board and the vessel exploded.

Megaborg

The Megaborg released 5.1 million gallons of oil as the result of a lightering accident and subsequent fire. The incident occurred 60 nautical miles south-southeast of Galveston, Texas on June 8, 1990.
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¥ Pembroke oil spillage (15/02/96) Sea Empress

What would it be like if the entire sea "turned into blood like that of a dead man, and every living
thing in the sea died"?

The Third Bowl of Judgment (The Waters Turns Into Blood)
 
We are introduced next to the third angel and the third bowl of wrath.
 

The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water; and they became
blood. Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say:
 

"You are just in these judgments,
you who are and who were, the Holy One,
because you have so judged;
for they have shed the blood of your saints
and prophets,
and you have given them blood to drink
as they deserve."
And I heard the altar respond:
"Yes, Lord God Almighty,
true and just are your judgments."16:4-7

 
This judgment falls on the rivers and the springs, just as we saw in the trumpet judgment. The fresh
water of the rivers and springs of water are totally polluted by the same blood-like phenomenon that
poisoned the saltwater seas.

The literal dimensions of this judgment are the entire world.
 
Symbolically, however, this judgment speaks of the pollution of the fountains of wisdom and
refreshment in society.8  

The biggest pollution that has happen to humankind is the idea that man is his own God and has
absolute sovereignty over his own destiny.

After this third bowl of judgment is poured out, John hears the voice of the third angel.

The angel affirms that God's judgment is right and just. Those who shed the blood of the prophets
and the saints of God will have to drink what they have spilled: a torrent of blood.
 

                                                  
8 The leaders of thought, the politicians, the philosophers, the writers, the scientists of our age are the shapers--or benders!--of minds.

They are the ones to whom people look for refreshment of ideas and leadership in philosophy. We already are witnessing the growing
pollution of the fountains of wisdom and refreshment in our own society, particularly with the poisonous idea that man is his own God
and has absolute sovereignty over his own destiny. The pollution of the mood and mind of our culture is growing steadily worse as we
approach the day of judgment.
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Then something amazing takes place: the altar speaks! The altar is the symbol of redemption, of the
substitute sacrifice, of the shedding of innocent blood that removes the penalty of sin from the guilty.

In the Day of Judgment when it is too late to pray, even the altar, the symbol of God's mercy and
grace, will declare that God is just in meting9 out consequences and judgment to those who have
earned it.
 

The Fourth Bowl of Judgment (Humankind Scorched With Fire)
 
In verses 8 and 9 we are introduced to the fourth angel and the fourth bowl of wrath
 

The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to scorch
people with fire. They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God,
who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him.16:8-9

 
For a brief time the sun's heat is suddenly increased, it is a phenomenon that Scientists are familiar
with.

Great flares of nuclear fire burst from the sun’s surface causing intense heat10, this would be
worsened by the fact that the protective ozone layer has depleted, so the heat may be accompanied by
an increase in ultraviolet radiation from the sun producing severe sunburns resulting in worldwide
anguish and suffering.

Despite human awareness to the fact that this terrible heat is caused by God’s judgment, rebellion
still persists.

They know that God has done this because only God can control the sun, yet the folly of unbelief so
grips their thoughts and emotions that the people of the world have lost the capacity for repentance.
 
As Albert Einstein once observed, "It is easier to denature plutonium than to denature the evil spirit
of man."
 

                                                  
9 metáed, metáing, metes.
To distribute by or as if by measure; allot: mete out justice.
Archaic. To measure.
verb

To set aside or distribute as a share. admeasure, allocate, allot, allow, apportion, assign, give, lot, measure out. See collect/distribute.
To ascertain the dimensions, quantity, or capacity of: gauge, measure. Idioms: take the measure of. See big/small/amount.
10 Every now and then great flares of nuclear fire burst outward from the surface of the sun, interacting with the earth's magnetic field
and causing disruption in radio communication.

Apparently a solar flare of immense magnitude creates intense heat upon the earth. Given the reported depletion of protective ozone
that is now taking place in the earth's upper atmosphere, this heat may be accompanied by an increase in ultraviolet radiation from the
sun, which would produce severe sunburns. The result will be widespread anguish and suffering all over the earth.
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The Fifth Bowl of Judgment (Darkness and Pain)
 
John now introduces us to the fifth angel and the fifth bowl of wrath.
 

The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was
plunged into darkness. Men gnawed their tongues in agony and cursed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had
done.16:10-11

 
The scope of this bowl of judgment is limited, focused upon the kingdom of the beast--that is, the
revived Roman Empire of Western Europe. This judgment encompasses a great area of the earth,
causing a sudden and mysterious darkness to fall.
 
This is not the first time such a phenomenon has occurred. It has happened all across the world at
different times.11  

This event echoes the darkness (3hrs) during the crucifixion of Christ. When this event occurs again
at the time of the fifth bowl judgment, it will not be a predictable, explainable event such as an
eclipse of the sun.

It will be strange, unforeseen, inexplicable--and therefore it will be terrifying to those who
experience it. It will be a literal event, but it will also have a symbolic dimension.
 
This unexplained darkness symbolizes the removal of moral light--the light of God's truth and
righteousness--from the world.

The darkness that envelops the kingdom of the beast foreshadows the terrible "outer darkness" into
which Jesus says unrepentant sinners will one day be cast.4

 

The Sixth Bowl of Judgment (The Euphrates Dried Up)
 
The sixth bowl of wrath follows quickly after the judgment of darkness.
 

The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was
dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. Then I saw three evil spirits that
looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. They are spirits of demons performing

                                                  
11 In the middle of the day on May 19, 1780, the entire region of New England was covered by darkness--a day which has become fixed
in New England history as The Dark Day. The mysterious blackout lasted for several hours.
 
In the early afternoon of March 19, 1886, a similar zone of darkness moved across central Wisconsin, causing the sky to turn from a
bright cloud-dappled blue to midnight black in the space of about a minute. This darkness blanketed several villages and towns to the
west of Lake Winnebago and lasted about ten minutes. Similar unexplained occurrences of sudden darkness have occurred in
Memphis, Tennessee (December 1904), Louisville, Kentucky (March 1911), and other places and times in the United States and
around the world. All of these events have two things in common: (1) no one was ever able to explain these events in terms of a known
phenomenon such as an eclipse, and (2) most of the people who experienced these events were filled with terror, believing the end of
the world had come.
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miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the
battle on the great day of God Almighty.16:12-14

 
The Interjection (In the midst of the description of the judgment)- the voice of Jesus.
 

"Behold, I come like a thief!
Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go
naked and he shamefully exposed." 16:15

 
Then, the description of judgment continues, concluding with one of the most chilling words in our
language, ARMAGEDDON12.
 

Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.
16:16

 
The sixth bowl judgment falls upon the Euphrates River. A river mentioned earlier (Rev.9:14) in
the context of the trumpet judgments (4 angels released killing 1/3 of the human race).
 
The 6th bowl of wrath (Euphrates judgment) is depicted as a prelude to ultimate war.

As the bowl is poured out, the river dries up, preparing the way for invading armies of the "kings
from the East"--that is, from nations which possibly include China, India, Japan, Korean, Pakistan,
Iran and other Asian countries.
 
We have seen in recent years that some of these countries have risen to great prosperity and military
power.13

 
People are fond of quoting Rudyard Kipling's line, "East is East, and West is West, and never the
twain shall meet." But that's not the entire quotation:
 

Oh, East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet. Till Earth and Sky
stand presently at God's great Judgment Seat.5

 
Kipling knew! There is a time coming when East and West shall come together. It will happen in a
place called Armageddon!
 
The Euphrates River will be dried up, and the barrier to invasion from the East will be removed.14

But in the day of the sixth bowl of judgment, invading armies will roll across the cracked, dry

                                                  
12 By this time all the nations of the earth have gathered together in that battlefield called Armageddon, in the land of
Israel, and it is there that the Son of God appears with the armies of heaven. Now at last, all the supernatural forces, which
men have long denied, suddenly reveal themselves to human eyes in such a way as to eliminate all the opposition of
entrenched evil against the will and authority of God.

13 The transformation of Japan from a humiliated and devastated nation in 1945 to one of the most powerful economic forces of the late
twentieth century is nothing less than amazing. The transformation of China from a backward agrarian economy to near-superpower
status is equally amazing.
14 You may remember from news reports of the 1991 Gulf War how the Euphrates River formed an impassable barrier to the armies of
Saddam Hussein as they attempted to retreat from U.N. forces. They were bottled up with the armies of 30 countries before them and
the Euphrates at their backs.
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riverbed of the Euphrates--right into the jaws of the most awesome war ever!
 
We get a sense here that nations are led by unseen forces, most leaders think they control events but
the truth is the events are controlled by unseen spiritual forces.

Evil spirits as frogs

In this passage we see three evil spirits in the appearance of frogs, which proceeding from a satanic
trinity--the red dragon (Devil), the scarlet beast (Worldly godless system), and the false prophet
(second beast)15.

¥ With demonic miracles they deceive the nations, manipulating and maneuvering them into
launching the final war of human history.

¥ It is a time of terror and unparalleled destruction. All the nuclear arsenals of the world will be
unleashed. The armies (200+m- ch.9) of the world will gather into Palestine to bathe the Holy
Land in blood.

¥ At first their war will be with one another. Then in utter desperation they will turn and make
war against the Lamb of God Himself!

As in each of the previous series of seven judgments, we find in this series a parenthesis, an interlude,
between the sixth and seventh judgment in the series.

In the seven-bowls-of-wrath series the parenthesis is only a verse long--verse 15.

Here Jesus speaks, saying, "Behold, I come like a thief!"

This reference resonates with Paul's words of assurance to the Thessalonians:
 

Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, "Peace and
safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they
will not escape.

 
The Purpose of His Coming:
 
To remove garments of hypocrisy with which the human race has clothed itself.16

It is always God's work to remove the facades, to expose the shams, to bring out the truth. That is
why Jesus says,

"Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go
naked and be shamefully exposed."

                                                  
15 Wilcock, Michael, The Message of Revelation, pp.148-9
16 We have all seen what it looks like when a person is stripped of his hypocrisy. We have seen it when a politician has had to publicly
confess corruption, or when a sports figure has had to confess an addiction to drugs or gambling, or when a religious leader has had to
confess to a lack of honesty and integrity before his Lord and his followers.
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The only garments that can never be taken away from us are the garments of righteousness we have
received by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Those who are dressed in the garments of His
righteousness in that day will be blessed indeed.
 

The Seventh Bowl of Judgment (The Earth Utterly Shaken)
 
The War of Armageddon (Meggido-North Israel), “The Mother of All Battles” will precipitate the
final bowl of judgment, the seventh bowl signaling The End.
  
Revelation 16:17-2117, the seventh angel acts.
 

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud
voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!" Then there came flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever
occurred since man has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. The great city split
into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the
Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath. Every island fled
away and the mountains could not be found. From the sky huge hailstones of about a
hundred pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed God on account of the plague of
hail, because the plague was so terrible.

 
The seventh bowl of wrath is poured out upon the air, upon the atmosphere of the earth.18

This judgment--particularly coming as it does on the heels of the Battle of Armageddon—might be
nuclear warfare effects, which would release vast clouds of poisonous radiation upon the earth.19

Remember Chernobyl! Now Image an all-out Nuclear Exchange!

So it may well be that the final bowl of God's judgment is tipped by the finger of man himself--a
finger that is even at this moment poised over the nuclear button. In our high-speed, high-tech,
ballistic age, humankind is never more than a few minutes away from potential doom.
 
GodÕs response to Nuclear War!

The greatest Earth Quake the world has ever known. The Richter scale reading is not given because
this quake shoots off the scale!

The result: Jerusalem is split into three parts by the derangement of the earth.20

                                                  
17 Cf:Haggai 2:6, Hebrews 12:26-27
18Paul's description of Satan as "the ruler of the kingdom of the air."7

19 The disastrous nuclear accident at the Chernobyl power plant in the Soviet Union, which poisoned the atmosphere for miles around,
was just a faint glimpse of what would happen to the air we breathe in the event of an all-out nuclear exchange.

20 As we noted when we viewed this earthquake from the vantage point of Revelation 11:13, there is a parallel description of this event
in Zechariah 14, where the prophet tells us that the Mount of Olives will be split in half, part moving to the north, part to the south,
creating a great valley between. From other passages of Scripture we learn that the topography of the entire land of Israel will be
altered by this event.
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At this time, God will also judge Babylon the Great, the city that represents the false church.

This judgment will be explained in Revelation 17-18.
 
The earthquake that splits the city of Jerusalem is also accompanied by terrible storm of hailstorms
weighing over a 300+ pounds each (150kgs), killing and destroying with random, indiscriminate
force.
 
The fact is, there have been accounts of hail-boulders weighing as much as 300 pounds each that
have fallen on different parts of the world.
 
What is the natural phenomenon that produces such mammoth weapons of natural destruction? No
one knows. But we do know that the events of the last days will be so cataclysmic that the forces of
nature will be in complete upheaval.

Further descriptions of these times can be found in Ezekiel 39. It will be a time when, as Jesus says,
"Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world."8

 

The End
 
But there is good news! After the destruction of Babylon the Great, Jesus will reveal Himself in
power and glory. He will be seen by the whole world, just as the Scriptures have predicted for so
long.
 

Can we take something tangible from the seven bowls of wrath today?

Remember Revelation was written for the seven churches of Asia, and these seven churches represent
the entire church upon the earth today.

So this prophetic vision is to be applied today.
 
And the message of this moment that comes out of this timeless vision is one which is repeated
several times in Revelation 16:

JUDGMENT DOES NOT PRODUCE REPENTANCE.

¥ We have just seen how judgment after judgment rained down upon the earth, yet the people of
the last days remained rebellious and hardened in their hearts.

¥ Judgment cannot produce repentance. In actual fact it often seems to make people stubborn
and resistant to the truth.

How, then, does God change the hearts and lives of people?
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It is always by the demonstration of His grace and mercy!21

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faithÑand this not from yourselves, it
is the gift of GodÑ 9not by works, so that no one can boast.Eph.2:8-9

 
There is anarchy and bloodshed on the horizon, but it belongs to another day (which is what the
world has always been wanting in their rejection of CHRIST), after you and I are removed from this
earth. Today we live in an age of God's kindness and grace.
 
The Grace:

¥ It is the grace of God, not His judgment, that has brought us from death into life.
¥ It is His grace that invites us to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
¥ It is grace that changes us and makes us into new creatures.
¥ And ultimately it is grace that teaches us how to live in a world gone mad.

 
The world is plunging toward its last and most terrifying trial. Yet even though the world is falling
out of control, you and I can stand firm upon the grace and righteousness of God.

References: Stedman, Ray C, Biblegateway, Blueletter Bible, Matthew Henry, Michael Wilcock

                                                  
21 That is what Paul tells us when he says, "Do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing
that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?"9


